
COSTA RICA TRIP BRINGS 
UNEXPECTED REWARDS
By Susan Hagen,
Director of Youth and Family Ministries

When I set out to plan a service trip for our 
congregation my goal was to make it a true 
“discipleship” experience.  I wondered how we 
could truly contribute to whatever solution the 
people of Costa Rica needed. I didn’t want to be 
one more group of Americans trying to “fix” the 
world’s problems with our first-world wisdom. 
Could this trip be a journey of reciprocity? Could 
we open our hearts and minds to new people in 
a new place? When I think of discipleship I think 
of Jesus asking his disciples, “Follow me, and I 
will make you fish for people.” (Matthew 4:19)

 Our faithful group of 25 traveled to Costa 
Rica to be fishers of people by serving others 
and working to be examples of Jesus.  As it turns 
out, this was a fishing story, but perhaps not in 
the way we were expecting. We were caught in 
the nets of the most gracious and hospitable 
people that we have ever met. We went planning 
to give so much, never expecting to get so much 
in return.

When we arrived at Escuala Leon XIII, a 
public elementary school, we were welcomed 
through a barbed wire-laden gate with hugs, 
kisses, and the expectant faces of children. Our 
group was dressed in work clothes and ready to 
start our assignment – painting. But no, not yet.  
We were seated in special chairs as nearly 550 
children (the morning cycle) filed into the 
assembly area.  We would celebrate with the
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other 500 students at our afternoon closing on 
Thursday. The flags of the school, Costa Rica, 
and the United States were carried in and 
national anthems were sung. Prayers and words 
of welcome were spoken. The plan was to 
t rans fo rm th i s schoo l . I ns tead I was 
overwhelmed with emotion as the transformation 
in our hearts was just beginning. 

Throughout the week, we sanded, scraped 
and painted, slowly transforming the dark, 
gloomy assembly hall and two classrooms into 
spaces of which the students could be proud. 

We had the privilege to bring activities and 
games into several first grade and fourth grade 
classrooms. We worked with two local artists to 
paint a cheerful mural. The work was made 
lighter working together and learning each 
other’s areas of expertise. Mostly, the heat, dirt, 

and spiders were forgotten when the recess bell 
rang and children poured out of classrooms and 
ran to inspect our work and test our limited 
language abilities. “Coffee break” with special 
treats was served each day at 2:30. The 
students and staff were so grateful and our trip 
coordinators were so impressed at how much we 
were able to accomplish in such a short amount 
of time. In the end, it seemed so little to give in    
                                                         continued page 3 
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exchange for the amount of love we received in 
return.

My hope is that when the memory of our 
presence at Leon XIII fades, the brightly painted 
walls and beautiful mural will remind the children 
of the strangers from far away  who came to visit 
in 2017. I hope that we sparked their imagination 
about the people and places outside of their 
desperately poor neighborhood. Perhaps they 
will be motivated to finish the 6th grade with the 
hopes of traveling abroad themselves one day.

In the end, many in our group can imagine 
returning to Escuala Leon XIII to visit our friends 
and paint more walls. The people of Costa Rica 
are true disciples and we will be forever grateful 
for being caught in their nets.

FROM ONE OF OUR YOUTH, Alyson Galow: 

I had the experience of a lifetime. The 
cultural differences that I was able to be a part of 
in CR were life changing in the way that I can't 
wait to go back. The people that I worked with 
and hung out with, whether or not they were from 
Costa Rica or from the youth group that I started 
to reconnect with, were amazing. 

I had an incredible amount of fun painting 
and serving the school. The food was 
indescribable and the fruit especially is to die for. 
I was able to learn more Spanish as well as 
practice what I have attempted to learn in school.

There wasn't a single moment where I 
wished I was back  in Spokane  or someplace 
else in the world. CR quickly became a place 
that felt like my home or at the very least, a place 
where I belonged. The adults throughout the trip 
showed endless support and kindness  for those 
who were in our group as well as helping those 
who were helping us such as our bus driver, 
interpreters, and people in the school. 

I reconnected with friends who I have no idea 
why I lost connection with in the first place, got to 
know some amazing adults, and realized that, no 
matter what, I will be going back one day and 
staying for more than a week. Hopefully I would 
be going back with those who I went with this 
past week. It was a trip that opened my eyes to 
the real world. 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MUSIC FOR A SATURDAY AFTERNOON
You are invited to enjoy "Music for a 

Saturday Afternoon," a benefit concert for the 
Crescendo Community Chorus (CCC), featuring 
the CCC Concert Choir and the Celtic Aires, a 
women's ensemble directed by St. Mark’s 
member, Karen Stahl.  

The concert will take place on Saturday, 
May 6 at 2:00 pm at St. Mark's.   The concert is 
free, but a free will offering will be received to 
benefit the Crescendo Community Chorus.   A 
reception will follow.

SOCIAL MINISTRY – St. Ann’s Meal
St. Mark’s volunteers will provide a meal at 

St . Ann’s (church in the East Central 
neighborhood) on Sunday, May 7, which just 
happens to be Bloomsday. If you aren’t involved 
in Bloomsday, consider helping with food prep 
and/or serving and cleanup.  We do meal prep 
from 9:30 – 12:30, then serving, and cleanup, 
starting at 12:30 pm until around 2:30 pm. 

We are always looking for new folks to help 
with this. Please email or phone Donna Evenson 
at gdevenson@yahoo.com or 434-4930 if you 
are interested in participating. We are looking to 
expand our group of volunteers and would love 
to have you join us!

CHURCH COUNCIL
St. Mark’s church council will meet on 

Monday, May 8, at 7:00 pm in the conference 
room.

SOCIAL MINISTRY MEETING
Come to the next social ministry meeting!  

This is a very active social ministry group and 
might be a great fit for you!  The next meeting 
will be Sunday, May 21, after the second 
service.  If you have questions, feel free to chat 
with one of the pastors.

RUTH PEARSON’S BIRTHDAY PARTY
On Saturday, May 27, at 2:30 pm, Ruth 

Pearson will be celebrating her 95th birthday at 

Rockwood Retirement Communities with a 
special musical concert. Our members are 
welcome guests for this special event. Ruth’s 
son, Mark Pearson, will be providing the music 
along with several of his longtime friends and 
musical partners.  Mark is a long-time member of 
t h e s i n g i n g g r o u p “ T h e B r o t h e r s 
Four” (remember the songs Greenfields, Yellow 
Bird, Try to Remember?). What a wonderful 
concert and birthday celebration this will be for 
Ruth!  

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSURE
The St. Mark’s church office will be closed on 

Monday, May 29, in observance of Memorial Day.

PENTECOST SUNDAY
As is our tradition at St. Mark’s, be sure to 

wear read on Pentecost Sunday, June 4.

SUMMER SERVICE TIME CHANGE
Beginning June 4 (Pentecost), Sunday 

services will change to our summer worship 
schedule times of 8:00 & 9:30 am.

CHURCH CALENDAR
Our St. Mark’s church calendar is always 

available online for your viewing.  Access the 
calendar through our website or use this link: 
https://57702497.view-events.com

8 LAKES LEG ACHES BIKE RIDE 2017
Another important Lutheran Community 

Services NW event for your calendar! 8 Lakes 
Leg Aches Bike Ride 2017 will be on Saturday, 
August 5.  

Join us for a scenic ride with a touch of the 
burn!  Choose a leisurely 15 or 30 mile ride or a 
more challenging 45 or 75 mile trek.  This is one 
of the best biking events in the Northwest! Visit 
the LCS website at www.lcsnw.org/events or call 
the office at (509)747-8224 for more information 
or to purchase/register for any events. 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MONEY MATTERS

Our March numbers are looking typical, and we are shrinking that pesky negative General Fund 
dollar amount. Easter is later this year; when I looked up last year’s March giving, Easter 
contributions gave a substantial bump to that figure.

Our Thrivent contributions vary from month to month. For those who have joined Thrivent 
Financial Services recently, you may not be aware that as a Thrivent customer, you have the 
possibility of directing their charitable giving and may specifically name St. Mark’s as a place for them 
to put some of their profit. There are so many worthwhile programs to direct the funds to, and your 
Thrivent representative can help you in setting that up. Thanks to all members who have designated 
St. Mark’s as a place for Thrivent to contribute.

Loris Stupel
Financial Secretary
747-6677
finance@stmarks-spokane.org

March 2017 Operating Budget – Year to Date

Fund Giving Giving Expenses Budgeted Net - YTD

General $ 61,175.46 $ 154,502.65 $ 186,799.43 $ 208,519.75 $ -22,296.78

Mortgage $ 8,715.50 $ 23,921.26 $ 17,436.00 $ 17,421.00 $ 6,485.26 

——————————————————————————————————————————————
2017 GRADUATES

We will be listing the 2017 graduates in our June Messenger newsletter Please fill out the information 
below to be included in the newsletter, and return this form to St. Mark’s either by placing it in the offering 
plate or dropping it off at the church office no later than Sunday, May 7.

GRADUATE’S NAME:   _______________________________________
NAME OF SCHOOL:     _______________________________________
DEGREE OBTAINED:
❑  HIGH SCHOOL ❑ COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY ❑ OTHER

Plans for further education:

Sunday, May 14, we will celebrate with Prayers and Blessings for the Graduates at the 10:45 am 
service.  Graduates and their families please plan to attend.

❑ Yes, I plan to be at the worship on May 14 at 10:45 am.

❑ No, I do not plan to be at the worship on May 14.

mailto:finance@stmarks-spokane.org
mailto:finance@stmarks-spokane.org


SUNDAY SCHOOL
No Sunday School on May 7th because of 

Bloomsday.   Happy running if you are 
participating! 

The last two Sunday School sessions will be 
on May 14 and May 21.   We will be throwing an 
end of the year celebration on the 21st with 
games, snacks, and arts and crafts.  Hope to see 
you all there!

Coming in the fall 2017!

We are excited to introduce Godly Play® 
as our new  Sunday School curriculum in 
September of 2017!  

Godly Play® is a Montessori-based program 
that  helps children explore their faith through 
story, gain religious language, and enhance their 
spiritual experience through wonder and play.  
Look for more information to come!

ADULT FORUM
Our Adult Forums have concluded for the 

season. We look forward to a new series this fall.  
Be sure to watch your newsletters and Sunday 
Bulletins.

THANK YOU

Dear Mary Cares members,  
Thinking of you and all your thoughtful cards. 

They have meant a lot to us. We are both doing 
better! See you soon. 

Love,
Janet and Jim O’Connor

Dear Mary Cares,
Thank you for all the wonderful cards for my 

birthday as well as all the well wishes.  Enjoyed 
getting each one.

Ulla Przewolka  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Learning for All Ages

Join us this summer for Vacation Bible School 
led by Lutherhaven staff!  Our theme is God’s 

Masterpiece!
 Registration is open. All  rising pre-school 

through rising 6th grade children are welcome!

Parents, grandparents, and teens are 
encouraged to volunteer. We can’t pull off 
this amazing week without a huge amount 
of support from our congregation before 

and during VBS!

Dates: June 19-23
Time: 9:00 am – noon

Ages: 3 years – incoming 6th graders
Suggested donation: $20/child, $40/family 

maximum

Register and volunteer at: https://
stmarkslutheranchurch.formstack.com/forms/

2017_vbs_registration
Make your payment at: 

https://
stmarkslutheranchurch.cloverdonations.com/

vacation-bible-school-2017/

Questions? Please call or text Katie Kadlec 
at (360)600-3633

or email kadlecfam@gmail.com

https://stmarkslutheranchurch.formstack.com/forms/2017_vbs_registration
https://stmarkslutheranchurch.formstack.com/forms/2017_vbs_registration
https://stmarkslutheranchurch.formstack.com/forms/2017_vbs_registration
https://stmarkslutheranchurch.cloverdonations.com/vacation-bible-school-2017/
https://stmarkslutheranchurch.cloverdonations.com/vacation-bible-school-2017/
https://stmarkslutheranchurch.cloverdonations.com/vacation-bible-school-2017/
https://stmarkslutheranchurch.formstack.com/forms/2017_vbs_registration
https://stmarkslutheranchurch.formstack.com/forms/2017_vbs_registration
https://stmarkslutheranchurch.formstack.com/forms/2017_vbs_registration
https://stmarkslutheranchurch.cloverdonations.com/vacation-bible-school-2017/
https://stmarkslutheranchurch.cloverdonations.com/vacation-bible-school-2017/
https://stmarkslutheranchurch.cloverdonations.com/vacation-bible-school-2017/
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SAVE THE DATE: ALL CHURCH CLEAN UP DAY
Please save the date of Sunday, June 4 

(10:30-12:30, then lunch)  for a couple of hours 
of all church clean up!

We will have teams working inside and 
outside (whatever your preference) to get our 
church and the grounds tidied up and ready for 
summer.

More details to come!

SUMMER VOLUNTEER FORMS 
Summer is coming! And we know many of 

you are making plans that may change your 
Sunday schedules.

  Services at St. Mark’s continue during the 
summer months, and we need the help of those 
who are in town to fill our important Sunday 
volunteer positions.

 On May 14 and 21, you will see a Summer 
Volunteer insert in your service bulletin. Please 
take a moment to fill it out and drop it in the 
offering plate. These forms will also be available 
on the narthex desk and in the church office 
throughout May and June.

  You can use these forms to change your 
volunteering preferences or to sign up for the 
first time. You can also use them to inform me of 
any dates you already know you’re not available 
during the summer!

  If you are already an active volunteer and 
you don’t fill out one of these forms, your 
volunteer preferences will stay as-is.

 Your time is valuable and your willingness to 
volunteer is appreciated. Thank you for helping 
me accommodate your summer schedule!

 
Debbie Olson
Volunteer Coordinator
volunteers@stmarks-spokane.org
714-2774 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Baptisms
Baptized at Easter Vigil, April 15, 2017: Keith 

and Chloe Beck.  Chloe is the daughter of 
Keith and Patricia Beck. Chloe’s sponsors 
are John & Lori Deen.  Keith’s sponsors are 
Sherry and Scott Smilden.  

Funerals
Robert Munn, father of Christie Munn
Marie Sowder, mother of Doug Sowder

Deaths
Verne (Smitty) Smith 

In Sympathy
Prayers for the family of Verne (Smitty) Smith at 

the time of his death
Prayers for the family of Marie Sowder, Doug 

Sowder’s mother, at the time of her death
Prayers for the family of Violet Somers, Steve 

Somers’ grandmother, at the time of her death

THANK YOU

Dear Mary Cares at St. Mark’s!
Thank you so very much for your prayers and 

love and prayer shawl.  We have felt the support 
of the St. Mark’s community and we are so 
thankful.

Love, 
The Doneens

CROP WALK TAKES A BREAK

This year, the Spokane CROP Hunger Walk 
is taking a break for the first time in nearly four 
decades, to rebuild and plan for a potential 2018. 
You are encouraged to check out other 
opportunities to join with the cause in 2017. The 
need is greater than ever this year to stand 
together as we seek to preempt the extreme 
situations that create displacement and refugee 
status. 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ST. MARK’S WELCOMES
NEW MEMBERS

Emily Ulgenes is a 
pharmacist from Helena, 
Montana, and has settled in 
Spokane after completing a 
pharmacy program at 
University of Montana. 
When not working, Emily 
enjoys running, hiking, 
reading, traveling, and 
going to concerts. She 
would love to go on the 

next St. Mark’s Spring Break service trip.

D o n P e t e r s o n i s 
originally from North 
Dakota, and moved to 
Spokane a year ago 
during retirement to be 
closer to his two sons 
who live here. He has 
l i v e d i n W e s t e r n 
Washington, Utah and 
Arizona. Don is retired 

from a career as a long term care executive. He 
enjoyed much international travel with his wife, 
especially to Europe, immediately after his 
retirement. His wife has since passed away; now 
Don enjoys visiting with his retirement home 
neighbors and playing Pinochle. 

Elaine Campbel l i s 
retired from a career in 
nursing. Elaine has lived 
off and on in Spokane for 
most of her life. In her 
retirement, she spends 
time quilting, knitting, 
volunteering, baking, and 
r e a d i n g . S h e h a s 
survived cancer three 

times and has volunteered for Hospice of 
Spokane for 19 years.

Mark Ellingsen and Dani 
Severini live in Rathdrum, 
Idaho. Dani is originally from 
St. Louis Park, Minnesota, 
and Mark is from Fergus 
Falls, Minnesota. Mark 
works as a pharmacist and 
D a n i i s a p h a r m a c y 
technician. Additionally, they 
have a specialty laser 
engraving company that 
they work on together. They 

enjoy animals and boating in the beautiful lakes of 
the Northwest during their free time.

Barbara Harras is a lifelong 
Spokanite. She has two 
grown children, one of 
whom, Jennifer Huri; is 
joining St. Mark’s with her 
son, Ephraim. Barbara is a 
math instructor at Spokane 
Falls Community College. In 
her free time, Barbara enjoys 
reading, boating, gardening, 
playing the piano, travelling, 

playing with her grandkids, 
and going to the movies. She attended UW in 
Seattle and used to be a church organist.

Jennifer Huri is a lifelong 
Spokane resident. She and 
her husband have a one 
year old son, Ephraim, 
and are expecting another 
ch i l d l a te r th i s year. 
Jennifer works at SFCC as 
a math instructor, and 
loves the many things 
involved with being a mom. 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The Chapman family moved here from New 
York. Kendra is from Spokane and David grew 
up in Buffalo, New York. They met and married in 
New York before moving to Spokane to raise a 
family. Kendra and David have two daughters, 
Jane who is 5 ½ and Norilee who is 1 ½. David 
is a Certified Financial Planner for Merrill Lynch 
and Kendra is educated as a teacher and gives 
music lessons. They enjoy making music as a 
family, playing outside, being with family and 
traveling. 

EAT, PRAY, LAUGH
First Tuesday, May 2, 7:00 pm
Questions: Pastor Kate, 747-6677 

Eat, Pray, Laugh will meet in the parish house.  
All women are invited to this support group for 
conversation, laughter, prayer and refreshments.

SCRIPTURE & COFFEE
Tuesdays May 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, 10:30 am
Questions: Church office, 747-6677

Bible-based conversation in the conference room 
with Pastor Eric or Pastor Kate to study the Scripture 
texts for the week.

SATURDAY EVENING POTLUCK
First Saturday, May 6, 6:30 pm

On the first Saturday of each month you are 
welcome to join us for a potluck immediately following the 
5:30 service.  Great food!  Great fellowship! Bring your 
favorite dish (serving 8-10 people) and join this fun group!

ST. MARK’S MEN’S GROUP
Second Tuesday, May 9, Time & location TBD
Questions: Church office, 747-6677

This group generally meets each month in the 
parish house with various speakers and topics.  This 
month the Men’s Group will hold a social, details to be 
determined.  Watch your bulletin for more information. 

SUNRISE, SAINTS & SINNERS
Second & Fourth Wednesday, May 10, and 24, 6:30 am
Questions: Roger Chase, 838-1040

This men’s group meets at The Chalet Restaurant 
on 30th and Grand Blvd.  You’ll have lots of laughs 
and crazy discussions about everything, while having 
breakfast. All men are welcomed, saints or sinners!

MOVIE DAY
Second Wednesday, May 10, 1:30 pm
Questions: Patti Berg or Dick Thiel, 443-9170

Join us in our conference room; popcorn will be 
provided! By special request, May’s movie will be 
“Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom”

This 5-star movie is a great history of apartheid in 
S. Africa.   Golden Globe-winner Idris Elba stars as 
Nelson Mandela in this in-depth biopic that portrays 
the groundbreaking South African leader from his 
rural childhood through his long imprisonment to his 
election as the country's first black president.

 Call the church office if you'd like a ride.

RUTH CIRCLE
Second Thursday, May 11, 10:00 am

All women are welcome to join us at the church 
for refreshments, very brief project discussion, and 
Bible study led by Pastor Kate or Pastor Eric. 

WALKING CIRCLE
Second Friday, May 12, 10:00 am

This group regularly meets on the second Friday 
of each month. In May the group will meet at St. 
Mark’s. After carpooling to the Ben Burr Trail 
they will walk and complete their day with lunch 
at Mod Pizza.

THEOLOGY ON TAP  
Third Tuesday, May 16, 7:00 pm
Questions: Pastor Eric, 747-6677

Great conversation and fellowship with this “30ish 
or younger” group at Two Seven Public House in 
Lincoln Heights. One of our pastors will lead a 
discussion and buy a few appetizers to share.  

                                                 continued page 10
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Faith and Fellowship Groups
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GROUPS   continued from page 9

CANCER SPIRITUALITY GROUP
Third Sunday, May 21, 12:00 pm

This group reaches out to those who have cancer 
or have had cancer, and for family members and 
friends. The group will meet in the conference room 
with facilitator member Tim Hansen. A salad luncheon 
is on the menu.

DIAKONIA GUILD
Fourth Tuesday, May 23, 11:00 am

This month Diakonia will meet at St. Mark’s for a 
potluck luncheon. Diakonia is an auxiliary of Lutheran 
Community Services.  The members meet monthly at 
various locations with a speaker from LCS.  

BOOK GROUP
Last Wednesday, May 31, 7:00 am

St. Mark’s Book Group meets monthly at Forza 
Coffee in Lincoln Heights.  The book to be discussed 
is “No Great Mischief” by Alistair MacLeod.  All book 
lovers are welcome to any discussion! 

EMPTY NESTERS
Questions: Pastor Eric, 747-6677

This group is for parents who have young adults 
recently out of high school or who will be flying from 
the nest in the next year or two.  Be sure to watch 
your Sunday bulletin and emails for more information 
about this group meeting in May.

MORE FROM COSTA RICA
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